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well and shows evident signs of the methods taught by Alfred 
Cauchie at the University of Louvain, where Father Cuevas 
finished his historical training. In a valuable series of Appen- 
dices, there is published for the first time the Relation descriptiva 
del Valle de Oaxaca, by Bartholomew de Zarate, written in 1544. 
Copious explanatory notes follow the documents; and the value 
of these is augmented by biographical notes of the principal 
personages mentioned in this splendid Collection. The fortunate 
discovery of these documents will place all future Mexican his- 
torical scholars under deep obligation to their compatriot. 
Cortes can be seen in these letters in even a better light than 
recent research has placed him. It is the reverent and loving son, 
the kind father, the affectionate friend, the loyal vassal of his 
king, and the staunch Christian heart of the man which appear 
on every page. It is the humble Catholic who exclaims, in the 
midst of the persecutions his enemies have brought upon him: 
"Per todo doy gracias a Dios que quiere pagarse en esto de muchas 
ofensas que yo le he hecho. El tenga por bien que sea asi para 
esta cuenta." Nobility of purpose, lofty ideals, unswerving 
rectitude — these are the echoes from these living pages of the 
past, and they tell us more than we ever knew before of the man 
and soldier who wrote to -his king that it would be better — but 
let us have the force of it in his own words — "y sera mejor perder 
la hacienda que el anima!" 



The Life of Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, G.C.M.G., 
G.C.V.O. By Beckles Willson, author of "The Great Fur 
Company," etc. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1916. 2 vols. Pp. xiii+427, 446. 

Few men, Imperial or Canadian, have figured more promi- 
nently on the stage of Canadian life and have played such a 
rounded and successful r61e as the subject of these two volumes, 
Donald A. Smith (Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal). Of 
him it may indeed be said, in the words of Tennyson, that through- 
out his long life of fourscore years and fourteen, "he grasped the 
skirts of happy Chance" and fought with, and not against, his 
stars. From his humble birth in 1820, in the quaint little 
Scottish town of Forres, mentioned in Shakespeare's tragedy of 
Macbeth, until Donald A. Smith laid down the burden of life 
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as Canadian High Commissioner in London, ninety-four years 
later, his life unfolded activities of supreme worth and achieve- 
ment. 

Mr. Beckles Willson, Lord Strathcona's biographer, has fol- 
lowed these activities closely and sympathetically. Perhaps 
what is most valuable in this biographical study is the frank 
revelation which the author gives us of Donald A. Smith's 
character when subjected to the trying crises in his life and 
career. It was not always happy Chance with Donald A. 
Smith. He was ever able to take Occasion by the hand and 
whisper words of wisdom in her ear. The same indomitable 
pluck, good judgment, and faithfulness marked his life work, 
whether as Hudson's Bay Factor in bleak Labrador, as repre- 
sentative pacificator of the Canadian Government at Fort 
Garry during the Riel troublous times in 1870, or as Canadian 
High Commissioner in London. 

Touching the Canadian Northwest trouble of 1870, known as 
the "half-breed uprising," Mr. Willson says: "Although the 
Manitoba half-breeds were in a sulky, suspicious humor, threaten- 
ing trouble, nothing was done to placate them or even to consider 
their susceptibilities. A surveyor named Snow, with his staff, 
had already gone forward, under McDougall's orders, to survey 
a route recommended by the engineer, S. J. Dawson, notwith- 
standing the fact that Canada had as yet no legal right or 
title in the Territory." It was during his mission from the 
Canadian Government in 1870, to pacify the half-breeds of the 
Canadian Northwest, that Donald A. Smith met, for the first 
time, the late James Jerome Hill, of St. Paul, Minn. 

One of the most interesting chapters in Mr. Willson's biog- 
raphy deals with Sir John A. Macdonald and the "Pacific 
Scandal." This occurred in 1873. Donald A. Smith was then 
the representative in the Canadian Parliament for Selkirk, 
Manitoba, and broke with Sir John A. Macdonald on this 
question. 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Willson, in discussing the char- 
acter and provisions of the Remedial Bill proposed by the 
Canadian Parliament for the relief of the Catholic minority in 
Manitoba in 1896, is led to make the following misstatement: 
"In other words, that would happen in Manitoba, which has since 
happened in the Province of Quebec, with regard to Protestant 
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schools. The religious majority would inevitably crush the 
minority out of existence." Mr. Willson must know that this 
is far from the truth. The Protestant minority of Quebec are 
conceded every right both as to their primary and secondary 
schools, and there is no "crushing" whatever done. It were 
well indeed if the Catholic minority of Ontario were permitted 
to enjoy the same rights. 

Mr. Willson's biography of Lord Strathcona is, in the main, 
judicial and honest. He orders his facts well and his style is 
both clear and graphic. He has given us an excellent Life of one 
of the greatest of Imperial Canadians. 



A Retrospect: Three Score Years and Ten, Sisters, Servants of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. By a Member of the 
Congregation. New York: Benziger Bros., 1916. Pp. 190. 

For seventy years the Catholic Church in the United States 
has been blessed in this Community of teaching Sisters who 
have done their work in the parochial schools unobtrusively and 
successfully. Like so many other wonderful things the old 
world has given to America, the conception of this Community 
came from a son of Catholic Belgium. Father Louis Florent 
Gilet, their Founder, was born in Antwerp, January 12, 1813. 
His family was one of affluence in that rich city of Flemish 
burghers, and it numbered among its members St. John Berchmans 
of the neighboring city of Diest. The young Gilet studied at 
Liege and Louvain, and then joined the Redemptorists at St. 
Trond, in which city so many young Americans sent over to 
Belgium in the 'sixties and 'seventies studied. He was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1838, and in 1842 was sent to America, 
where he speedily became Superior of the Missions in Michigan. 

Father Gilet selected the town of Monroe as the best place to 
establish the central house of these Redemptorist Missions. In 
1844 he determined to establish a Community of religious 
teachers in Monroe, and the first one to enter the old log-house 
he had chosen as a Convent was Sister Celestine (Teresa 
Renauld) , of Grosse Pointe. Two new candidates from Baltimore 
arrived and, before a year had passed, the little Community 
consisted of four nuns, one of them a sister of the Mayor of 
Monroe, with Sister Teresa Maxis as Superioress. Fifty years 



